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"While tropical forests are being cleared at an alarming rate, the clearing is rarely complete and is

often not permanent. A considerable amount of tropical forest exists as remnants that have

significant value both for the conservation of biological diversity and for meeting the needs of local

people.This volume brings together world-renowned scientists and conservationists to address the

biological and socio-economic value of forest remnants and to examine practical efforts to conserve

those remnants. An outgrowth of a year-long study by the policy program at the Smithsonian

Migratory Bird Center, "Forest Patches in Tropical Landscapes" provides a broad overview of theory

and practice, and will help foster both interdisciplinary research and more effective approaches to

tropical conservation and development.
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In Valuing Local Knowledge experts from around the world examine an innovative proposal to

promote both cultural survival and biological conservation: treating cultural and indigenous

knowledge as a form of intellectual property. Currently the focus of a heated debate among

indigenous peoples, human rights advocates, crop breeders, pharmaceutical companies,

conservationists, social scientists, and lawyers, the proposal would allow impoverished people in

biologically rich areas to realize an economic return from resources under their care. Monetary

compensation could both validate their knowledge and provide them with an equitable reward for

sharing it, thereby compensating biological stewardship and encouraging conservation. Valuing

Local Knowledge presents case studies of programs that recognize indigenous rights, and it brings



direct experience to bear on the international debate over intellectual property, conservation, and

indigenous rights.

It came in perfect condition

This is an excellent collection of distinct approaches to the forest fragmentation process in tropical

landscapes. These approaches include social economical and environmental aspects well based on

case studies and scientific data. With one publication it's possible to analyze several points of view

and draw an image of the tropical forest's situation.
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